Desktop PC Operating Systems Exam Questions Mark Scheme

1. - HCI

- Type/to allow communication

- Utility programs

- Routines that the OS makes available to the user/example

- Hardware control/Input and Output

- Software routines to control the hardware/device drivers

- Multi tasking capability

- allows different Windows/user can carry on more than one task at a time

- Spooling

- to queue jobs for input/printing/..

- Security

- to ensure that different users can keep files confidential

- Host software

- scheduler to schedule instructions

- Memory management

- to allocate memory to data/software

- Interrupt handling

- to schedule jobs through the system

- Translators

- to produce object code

(1 per -, max 2 pairs, max 4) 
[4] 

2. A boot file:

· A file containing commands to automatically configure a personal computer on start up.
[1]
A file allocation table (FAT):

· A list held on disk by an operating system to maintain and manage disk space used for file storage.
[1]
3. -The disk surface must be divided up into small areas


-Files are stored in these small areas


-Each file will normally use more than one area

-The table of files has an entry pointing to the first area on the disk surface used by that file and


-a pointer to the next area.


-Each subsequent area has a pointer to the next area, as in a linked list with…


-a null value to signify the end of the file.
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